
Detail calls out galvanized steel as the through-
wall-flashing. When installed this way the flashing 
will rust and fail.
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When asked the question, “Is there a preference for  
aluminum flashing vs.  galvanized steel flashing in  
masonry construction if stainless steel is not within  
budget?” what is the correct response?

In masonry construction, the only choices for sheet metal pan flashings 
are stainless steel or copper. Value engineering the pan flashing to metals 
that will not pass the test of time is not the only choice. Using a flexible 
stainless steel flashing with a stainless steel drip edge will be dramatically 
less than a stainless steel pan and have a similar life expectancy. Example of a rusted drip edge that has failed

Choosing the Right Metal for Masonry Flashing

Aluminum should not be used as a flashing material in brick masonry.

use of galvanized steel as through-wall flashing is
not recommended.

GALVANIZED THRU WALL
FLASHING

Example of a Type 304 stainless steel drip edge

This option is a cost and  
labor-savings and helps you  
avoid corrosion issues  
compared to using a  
galvanized or aluminum  
flashing. 

To the right is an example  
of a galvanized steel detail and  
a picture of the constructed  
wall. The failure of the flashing  
occurred before the construction 
of the job was completed.

Let’s start with the BIA (Brick Industry Association) Technical Note 7A’s recommendation listed below:


