
Through-wall-flashing (TWF) is required 
to extend up the backer wall at least  8”, 
which has been the standard for many 

years in the masonry industry. However, in 
the last few decades, masonry cavity walls have 
become more crowded with air barriers, cavity 
drainage material, and continuous insulation. 
Here is a guide to follow for modern TWF 
installations:

• When a wall only has an air or vapor barrier 
and cavity drainage material, have your TWF go 
up the backer wall to a height of 6” above the 
top of the cavity drainage material. If the TWF 
is not extended above the cavity drainage  
material, mortar droppings may be in direct  
contact with the air barrier. This could be  
problematic due to potential ponded water 
against the air barrier and the possibility of salts/
minerals from the mortar leaching into the air 
barrier.

• When a wall has an air barrier, continuous  
insulation, and cavity drainage material, the 
TWF can have an 8” minimum rise since the 
mortar droppings will not be in direct contact 
with the air barrier.  

Through-Wall Flashing Height
A Tale of Proper Placement in Masonry Walls

Through-wall flashing brought 6” above the mortar netting.
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The exterior insulation is protecting the air barrier from the mortar so the through-wall 
flashing does not need to be brought 6” above the mortar netting.
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Through-wall flashing not brought 6” above the mortar netting so the mortar and  
moisture is sitting on the air barrier.


